CLAIMS 



1. A networked sales method, comprising: 

presenting via a first network a plurality of price choices to a user for an item on a 
sales screen, 

converting available supply and sales activity level information about actions by 
other users for the item for which the price choices are presented in the step of presenting 
into a feedback indication, and 

conveying the feedback indication to the user on the sales screen. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of conveying includes displaying the 
feedback indication in the sales screen 



3. The method of claim 2 wherein the step of conveying includes displaying the 
feedback indication in the form of one of a series of different pictorial icons. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of converting derives the feedback 
value from quantities of the item sold. 

N §s s Jhe method of claim 1 wherein the step of converting derives the feedback 
value from qu^htWes of the item reserved at future price points. 

6. The method of clahiiJ^&erein the step of converting derives the feedback 
value from quantities of the item^Sfc^h a reminder request has been entered. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the ste^s^f converting derives the feedback 
value from quantities of the item sold and the time takefstp sell them. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of converting is performed 
continuously in near real time. 



17 



# 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of presenting presents time-separated 
price choices from a falling-price schedule. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of presenting a plurality of price 
choices displays a present price and at least one future price, and further including the 
step of displaying a present purchase control button next to the present price and a future 
purchase control button next to the future price. 

1 1. A network sales terminal for use in communicating with a sales server via a 
network, comprising: 

an item identification area responsive to the sales server via the network, 

a plurality of price choice selection controls for the item identified in the item 

identification area and having outputs provided to the sales server via the network, and 
a feedback indication area responsive to the sales server via the network and 

operative to display a feedback indication derived from a quantity of the item available 

and sales of the item through other sales terminals. 

12. The apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein the feedback indication area is operative 
to display the feedback indication in the form of one of a series of different pictorial 
icons. 

13. The apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein the feedback indication area is operative 
to display the feedback indication in near real time. 

14. The apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein the price choice selection controls are 
associated with time-separated price choices from a falling-price schedule. 

15. A networked sales system, comprising: 

means for presenting via a first network a plurality of price choices to a user for 
an item, 
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means for converting available supply and sales activity level information about 
actions by other users for the item for which the price choices are displayed by the means 
for presenting into a feedback indication, and 

means for conveying the feedback indication to the user on the sales screen. 

16. A networked sales method, comprising: 

presenting via a first network a plurality of price choices to a user for an item on a 
sales screen,\ 

convertmg available supply and sales activity level information about actions by 
other users for the Item for which the price choices are displayed in the step of presenting 
into a feedback indicahon, and 

adjusting the price^hoices according to the feedback indication derived in the of 
the step of converting. \ 

17. The method of claim 16 therein the step of presenting presents the plurality 
of price choices as a schedule of time-seWated price choices, and wherein the step of 
adjusting adjusts the duration between priced 

18. The method of claim 16 wherein the^st^o^pFesenting presents the plurality 
of price choices as a schedule of time-separated price choices, and wherein the step of 
adjusting adjusts an amount of at least one of the prices inShe schedule. 

19. The method of claim 16 further including a step of delaying a version of the 
feedback indication in the sales screen \ 

20. The method of claim 16 wherein the step of converting derives the feedback 
value from quantities of the item sold. \ 

21. The method of claim 16 wherein the step of converting derives the feedback 
value from quantities of the item reserved at future price points. 
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2\ The method of claim 16 wherein the step of converting derives the feedback 
value from quantities of the item for which a reminder request has been entered. 

23. The mbtfiod of claim 16 wherein the step of converting derives the feedback 
value from quantities Of the item sold and the time taken to sell them. 

24. The method of ci^im 16 wherein the step of converting is performed 
continuously in near real time. \ 

25. The method of claim 16 wherein the step of presenting a plurality of price 
choices displays a present price and at leW one future price, and further including a step 
of displaying a present purchase control bumm next to the present price and a future 
purchase control button next to the future priced 

26. A network sales terminal for use in commurtisating with a sales server via a 
network, comprising: \ 

an item identification area responsive to the sales shrver via the network, 
a plurality of price choice selection controls for the item identified in the item 

identification area and having outputs provided to the sales senW via the network, and 
wherein at least one attribute of the price choice selection cfcmtrols is operative to 

change during an offering of the item identified in the item identification area. 

27. The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the price choice selection controls are 
arranged according to a falling price schedule, and wherein the timing of the price choice 
selection controls is one of the attributes operative to change during an offering \)f the 
item identified in the item identification area. \ 

28. The apparatus of claim 26 further including a feedback indication area \ 
responsive to the sales server via the network and operative to display a feedback \ 
indication derived from a quantity of the item available and sales of the item through 
other sales terminals. 
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29k The apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein the attributes are operative to change in 
near real time> 

30. The apparah^of claim 1 1 wherein the price choice selection controls are 
associated with time-separatedsprice choices from a falling-price schedule. 



lity of price choices to a user for 



31. A networked sales system, Cejfipn^lng; 

means for presenting via a first n| 
an item on a sales screen, 

means for converting sales activity level infonfi&tion by other users for the item 
for which the price choices are displayed by the means for ps^senting into a feedback 
indication, and 

means responsive to the means for converting for adjusting^ price choices 
according to the feedback indication. 
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